Professional Development Grant Program

A

Obijective

A. The purpose of the SGA Professional Development Grant is to support students in
furthering their professional outlook and success for a post-graduation transition. SGA will
help students through partially funding the expenses of conferences so that students can put
to practice the information they have learned and also to have the opportunity to network
with other students and professionals. Because conferences may be expensive for students,
SGA seeks to help relieve students of some of their financial burdens in order to allow
students to gain understanding and experience of the professional world, thus preventing
financial issues for attending the conference. The conference being attended by the student
must relate to his/her major and/or future professional goals. Please note that this grant is
not intended for experiences which relate to faith development, discerning career
choices, job fairs, and conducting research. Presenting at conferences is an
acceptable use of development funds.

Requirements of Applicant

A. Minimum of sophomore status and with good academic standing.
B. The conference must relate to identified major or future career plans.
C. Submission of a statement of purpose explaining the purpose of the attendance

and how the candidate hopes to benefit. It is also helpful to include how the Messiah
University community can benefit from your attendance. Note if there are things you
hope to bring back and share with classmates and/or professors.

D. Letter of recommendation from a supporting mentor.

E. All applications materials should be submitted no later than three weeks
before the scheduled conference to ensure approval via Engle Center for travel
under COVID protocols.

F. Completion of a brief online training session, created by the Career and
Professional Development Center.

G. Submission of some form of proof (i.e. conference receipt) that the
student was in attendance of the conference and of their presentation if presenting.



A. H. Please consult your academic department about conference attendance
to ensure COVID protocols are allowing for participation.

A. . Amount of grants

A A All grants will be awarded in an amount up to or equal to fifty percent of the
anticipated cost of the conference as detailed in the completed cost worksheet, with a



A.

protocols. If not approved by the Engle Center in accordance with your department,
attendance in the program will not be approved, resulting in this application to be
discarded.

V.  Statement of Purpose Evaluation

A rubric has been created to evaluate candidate applications. The areas that will be rated
by the committee include:

A A Quality of Writing

B. B. Relevancy of experience to career goals

C. C. Responsibility/involvement at conference — (greater funding potential for
presenters, conference participants etc.)

D. D. Benefit to Campus Community- (How will the campus community benefit?)

VI






*Student: By electronically signing this, | agree that this signature is coherent to physically
signing. With this signature, | confirm that the information above and from the statement are
accurate and true.

*Mentor: By electronically signing this, | agree that this signature is coherent to physically
signing. With this signature, | confirm that | have looked over the student’s application and
approve his/her attendance to the conference.

(For Office Use Below)
SGA Approval:

Vice President of Diversity Affairs:

Vice President of Finance:




