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THEO 211: 
Brethren in Christ Life and Thought 

 
Messiah College 

JTerm 2020 
 
 
Professor: Devin Manzullo-Thomas Office: Boyer 101E 
Email: dcthomas@messiah.edu  Phone: Ext. 5235 
Class Location: Boyer 230  Office Hours: MTWHF 1:00-2:00 p.m. 
Class Time: MTWHF 9:00 a.m.-12 p.m.  
 
 
Course Description 
 
This course fulfills a General Education requirement for Christian Beliefs. The catalog 
description reads as follows: 
 

Founding, historical development, and present situation of the Brethren in 
Christ, with special attention to their interaction with other religious bodies 
and with society generally. Meets General Education Christian Beliefs 
requirement. Prerequisite: BIBL 201, BIBL 202, BIBL 203, or BIBL 204. 

 
Our focus in this course will be much narrower than in your average Christian Beliefs 
course. In fact, of all the Christian Beliefs options listed in the Messiah College catalog, 
this course has the narrowest content focus. In this course, we’ll spend almost all of our 
time discussing the history and theology of the Brethren in Christ Church, the college’s 
founding denomination. 
 
I realize that not every student in this class attends a Brethren in Christ church. Maybe 
some of you have never even heard of the Brethren in Christ Church! If you are a 
Brethren in Christ student, I hope this course will increase your understanding of and 
appreciation for your local congregation and the denomination to which it belongs. If you 
are not Brethren in Christ, I hope the ideas and issues you encounter in this course will 
help you reflect more thoughtfully on your own theological tradition. In the final analysis, 
my goal for each one of you is to help you become a more thoughtful, reflective 
Christian who is articulate about what you believe (and don’t believe) and more fully 
aware of what you don’t know. 
 
Though this course counts as a Christian Beliefs course, my background as a church 
historian will orient it more toward the historical than the theological. Nevertheless, we’ll 
engage some of the key questions of Christian theology—questions about God, Jesus 
Christ, the Holy Spirit, salvation, and the church—and consider them within the 
categories important to historians: context, causality, contingency, complexity, and 
change over time. 
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Course Objectives* & Methods of Assessment 
 
By the end of this course, you will have demonstrated to me that you have successfully 
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G. Trace the theological roots of the 
Brethren in Christ Church and identify the 
ways these roots continue to influence the 
life and practice of Brethren in Christ 
churches today 

Daily Assignments, Exams, Group 
Presentations 

H. Connect the experience of the Brethren 
i
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3. Complete ten Daily Assignments. These assignments involve answering 
questions related to the day’s assigned readings. I will post the Daily 
Assignments on Canvas well in advance of their due date, and you will need to 
submit your answers via Canvas at the beginning of the respective class day? 
These Daily Assignments must constitute your own work. 

 
4. Develop and deliver a ten-minute presentation on a Brethren in Christ 

congregation in the United States. For this presentation, you will work in 
groups to research various aspects of an existing Brethren in Christ 
congregation. (I will assign you the particular congregation you will be 
researching.) More information about these presentations—what sorts of 
information you should gather, how you can gather it, and how you should 
present it—
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c. If possible, please print your daily DA and bring it with you to class. 
Having your answers in front of you will help you to participate actively 
in our discussions. 

 
• Presentation on a Brethren in Christ Congregation. This presentation is worth 

100 points. I’ll distribute in class a detailed grading rubric for the presentation. 
 

• Exams. Each exam is worth 100 points. 
  
Again, the point breakdown for this course is as follows: 
 

Participation  20% 
10 Daily Assignments 20% 
Presentation    20% 
Exam 1    20% 
Exam 2    20% 
 

Your course letter grade will be assigned according to the following percentages: 
 

93-100 A 77-79 C+ 
90-92 A- 73-76 C 
87-89 B+ 70-72 C- 
83-86 B  67-69 D+ 
80-82 B- 60-66 D 

< 60 F 
 
Laptop and Cell Phone Policy 
Laptops are welcome during class for note taking but not for other purposes. If you 
choose to use your laptop to take notes, you must email me a copy of your notes at the 
end of each class session. 
 
If I determine or suspect that you are using your laptop for some purpose other than 
note taking, I will first discuss my concerns with you outside of class. If the misuse 
continues, I will cut your participation grade in HALF. Cell phone use is never permitted 
during class time. 
 
Late Work Policy 
All assignments for THEO 211 are to be handed in on the due date identified in the 
syllabus. Late submissions, without my prior approval, will receive an appropriate point 
reduction. However, if you talk to me in advance of the due date and have a compelling 
reason, I am usually lenient and willing to grant an extension. The important thing is that 
you talk to me first, not on the due date or after the fact. 
 
Attendance Policy 
If you will be absent, please email me in advance of class, if possible. Since J-Term is a 
short but intensive term, it’s imperative that you be at every class meeting (if possible).  
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Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
Any student whose disability falls within ADA guidelines should inform the instructor at 
the beginning of the semester of any special accommodations or equipment needs 
necessary to complete the requirements for this course. Students must register 
documentation with the Office of Disability Services (Murray Library). If you have 
questions, call extension 5382. 
 
Closing Thoughts 
If you have questions about class, come see me during office hours, email me at 
dcthomas@messiah.edu, or call me at ext. 3525. Emergencies should be relayed to me 
via email; please note that I do not check my email between 10 p.m. and 8 a.m. 
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Schedule (Subject to Change)  
 

Day Date Topic Text(s) 





 9 

W Jan 22 

The Second Period of Transition, 1910-1950 
• Evangelicalism: History and Theology 
• Joining the Evangelical Mainstream 

 
DUE: Daily Assignment #8 

“What is an 
Evangelical?” (Canvas) 
 
Dowland, “American 
Evangelicalism and the 
Politics of Whiteness” 
(CP)  
 
Reports of the 
Committee to Study 
NAE Affiliation (CP)  

H Jan 23 

The Third Period of Transition, 1950-Present 
• Shifting Definitions of Nonconformity and 

Nonresistance 
• Experiments in Church Planting  

 
DUE: Daily Assignment #9  

Weaver-Zercher,  
“Open (to) Arms” (CP) 
 
Weaver-Zercher, 
“Improvising 
Faithfulness” (CP) 
 
Boyer, “Distinctive 
Emphases and Church 
Extension” (CP) 

F Jan 24 

The Third Period of Transition, 1950-Present 
• Women in Ministry and Leadership 
• Group Presentations 
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W Jan 29 

Wrapping Up 
• Course Evaluations 

 
Final Exam 

 

	
	


